Decanter

SAN GUIDO
Sassicaia Bolgheri Sassicaia DOC 2021

99 Points

In 2021, ‘we had a nicely paced harvest...
surely a very fortunate vintage for us, for
Bolgheri,” said Priscilla Incisa della
Rocchetta at the launch in London of the
2021 vintage of Sassicaia. Welcome rain in
mid-August came at just the right time to
save the harvest, and production ended up
being slightly higher than in 2020. Around
eight to 10 separate vinifications were
made, fermented in stainless steel with
indigenous yeasts and spontaneous malo.
The wines were racked to second- and
third-use barriques in December 2021, then
racked into a mixture of new and used
barriques in March 2022. The last step was
to make the final blend in stainless tanks,
where the wine underwent micro-
oxygenation before bottling and further
maturation in bottle. Rich dark fruit and
herb aromatics are pockmarked by
blueberry and petrichor, leading into an
intense and vertical palate that’s super-
fresh with a delightful breezy, saline
character. Textured, integrated tannins
emphasise the refinement of Sassicaia,
showing just a touch of youthful dustiness.
Tangy, bright black, blue and red berry
fruits overlay underlying hints of dark
chocolate and forest undergrowth in a
remarkably precise fashion, with
pomegranate and a stony minerality
surfacing on the mid-palate. 2021
demonstrates lovely sapidity of fruit along
with that characteristic freshness and
lightness of step, finishing long and poised.
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